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The Pan-Indic script called Shiva.

The aim of Shiva is to support a single generic vector based script common for all Indian languages so that
text can be displayed in this manner on the simplest of devices. A common script for easy interoperation
between Indian languages and bring on a possibility of common display systems which would be efficient.

Shiva Script has been developed with the following design goals.

1. A common alphabet for all Indian languages which is inclusive of all of them in a consistent logical
system.

2. To keep all the phonemic and orthographical rules intact of the original Abugida representation system
of matras, yuktakshars etc. And to treat them in familiar ways only changing the physical form of the
individual characters (the typography).

3. To develop a script which is suitable for segment display systems by using only straight lines. (16
segment displays : Form Lotus) Segment displays are low cost displays like calculators.

4. To develop a script that has good recognisability of each characters and readability from far.

5. To develop a system of script which is deducible making it easy for anyone to learn and interpret. The
glyphs are logical and can be arrived at through a few simple rules.

6. To develop a system which is efficient in space, monospace font and simple in its representation and
offers simplicity in electronic and electromechanical implementations in display system and in developing
low complexity and high reliability OCR technologies for Indian language text.

7. To develop a glyph system that is orthogonal in its representation between classes of characters —
vyanjans, swars, matras and other symbols. Meaning there is never any overlap of character types which
can lead to ambiguities.

8. The Yuktakshars (consonant cluster ligatures) which are so fundamental to Indian languages has been
preserved in their original ways in a monospace equal height schema.

Overall, the Shiva script offers compatibility and efficiencies to digital sciences which could be
considered higher than the latin script on computers.

The artificial script Shiva has been arrived at after extensive experimentations with alternate
representations and forms. No patent application has been filed with respect to the Shiva script to keep it
free for modifications and growth.



This is how Shiva looks like for Devanagari
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The basic structure of the Shiva script is the 16 segment form
below. The form is divided into 4 segments.

The Shiva script uses fhe foliowing 16 segment glyph for ifs character forms. This keeps the glyphs
simple, systemafic, vecfor hased and suitable to segment display systems.

The following has 4 quadrants as shown in differenf colours. Character fypes conform fo these quadrants.
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Shiva has been designed with particular attention to learnability of its characters. Particularly the aspect
of simplicity of the forms and their deducibility from rules. The characters of the alphabet are designed
based on definite progression rules. Segments and quadrants are reserved for types. Hence one could
arrive at the symbol for a particular character by merely knowing few simple rules or even its neighbour.
Each character class also has its own space and segments. This when explained to a learner can

demonstrably lead to his learning the alphabet in an exercise of half an hour. This can offer a fillip to
literacy in India.
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Telugu
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Gujarati
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Diversity and Unity of Languages of India.
Shiva for each language of

India



Practice this { &g &)

ka ch <
cha 4
ta & <1
ta o <
pa [ £
ya J &
sa <
Write the foliowing on your own (% far@). Recognise and write (0p=na 3l fara):
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ka kha ga gha na || Write the following on your own
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First enfer the hasic Ka Glyph for the whole row (gt ¢#1 i 3t '3 TaH)
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In the case of the column 5, the segment 16 Is removed (3¢ Sfad 3 esd X 31
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You gef the character glyphs for thaf row. (31T 30 TTF & TeT GeThd A& 17 =41)
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Same rule for each row. (71 i1 & TorT R Ad g #)

b o a1 3} S

< <\ K K\ Hjﬁx Recognise and write

(wrar 3t farat)

Practice this { &amg &%)
ka kha ga gha na ka kha ga gha na
dYINYs dYINYS

KPR EERDIKHEDRD

/>ﬁ?&ff7>?x7>ﬁ/>ff
il o lolo




cha chha ja jha na ta tha da dha na
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Practice this (&g &¢):

cha chha ja jha fa ta tha da dha na  tathadadhana
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paphaba bhama vya ra la va da sa sa ha
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Write the following on your own (€37 forg). Recognise and write (¥r=1at FiT fara).
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The lower row is just an addition of segment 14
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Practice this (&3 #¥): Recognise and write (9F=ia 3 fora ).
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Write the following on your own (€77 far@).
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The mairas are just a sublraction of segment 11 from their respective swar varnas.

Practice this (arsarea &¥): Recognise and write (vr=ia 3k fara):
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Write the foliowing on your own (€77 fa@)
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All Numbers are arranged in 15t Quadrant.

Practice this (##arg #t): Recognise and write (VF7a 3K forat).
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Write the foliowing on your own (% for@).:
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Practice this (Frs=ara #3):
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Practice this (#&ara a¢):

B b < 6Ll 6ul

AR

Write the following on your own (€a% fora):
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Recognise and write (rara F faa):
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Practice this (F&arg &1).
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Write the folio own (e@7 fora).
P aneht A f&rs
o D G Tt
5| | I T
AT AT & T
g g & Fe
fo® U an A
gfd ] g &R
= g off qom

kDDA P D
< ] ORI
FK 2R S SREN B S i N
KD KD AP
B KD DD
DKM DEDKDIE  KDRDKDRD

b K SF e o



Test Paper 1



Test Paper 2
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