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The Pan-Indic script called Shiva.

The aim of Shiva is to support a single generic vector based script common for all Indian languages so that 
text can be displayed in this manner on the simplest of devices. A common script for easy interoperation 
between Indian languages and bring on a possibility of common display systems which would be efficient.

Shiva Script has been developed with the following design goals. 

1. A common alphabet for all Indian languages which is inclusive of all of them in a consistent logical 
system.

2. To keep all the phonemic and orthographical rules intact of the original Abugida representation system 
of matras, yuktakshars etc. And to treat them in familiar ways only changing the physical form of the 
individual characters (the typography).

3. To develop a script which is suitable for segment display systems by using only straight lines. (16 
segment displays : Form Lotus) Segment displays are low cost displays like calculators.

4. To develop a script that has good recognisability of each characters and readability from far.

5. To develop a system of script which is deducible making it easy for anyone to learn and interpret. The 
glyphs are logical and can be arrived at through a few simple rules.

6. To develop a system which is efficient in space, monospace font and simple in its representation and 
offers simplicity in electronic and electromechanical implementations in display system and in developing 
low complexity and high reliability OCR technologies for Indian language text.

7. To develop a glyph system that is orthogonal in its representation between classes of characters –
vyanjans, swars, matras and other symbols. Meaning there is never any overlap of character types which 
can lead to ambiguities.

8. The Yuktakshars (consonant cluster ligatures) which are so fundamental to Indian languages has been 
preserved in their original ways in a monospace equal height schema.

Overall, the Shiva script offers compatibility and efficiencies to digital sciences which could be 
considered higher than the latin script on computers.

The artificial script Shiva has been arrived at after extensive experimentations with alternate 
representations and forms. No patent application has been filed with respect to the Shiva script to keep it 
free for modifications and growth.



This is how Shiva looks like for Devanagari

The basic structure of the Shiva script is the 16 segment form 
below. The form is divided into 4 segments.

Shiva has been designed with particular attention to learnability of its characters. Particularly the aspect 
of simplicity of the forms and their deducibility from rules. The characters of the alphabet are designed 
based on definite progression rules. Segments and quadrants are reserved for types. Hence one could 
arrive at the symbol for a particular character by merely knowing few simple rules or even its neighbour.
Each character class also has its own space and segments. This when explained to a learner can 
demonstrably lead to his learning the alphabet in an exercise of half an hour. This can offer a fillip to 
literacy in India.



Diversity and Unity of Languages of India.
Shiva for each language of 

India






























